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TULLAGHOGE
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Tullaghoge Fort is owned and cared for by the Department for
Communities, in partnership with Mid Ulster District Council. The site
underwent extensive renovations and reopened in 2016 with new
visitor interpretation panels and walkways, making the ancient location
more accessible to visitors.

The fort and accompanying walkways are free to visit and open to
visitors year-round.

Tullaghoge Fort is a State Care Monument managed by the
Department for Communities.
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I WONDER WHAT IT
WAS USED FOR?

THE NAME TULLAGHOGE ORIGINATES FROM THE IRISH
TULACH OG, MEANING HILLOCK OF THE YOUTH
OR WARRIORS.

HUMAN ACTIVITY AT TULLAGHOGE HAS BEEN
TRACED BACK AS FAR AS 7000BC. THE TULLAGHOGE [§
SITE HAS BEEN IMPORTANT TO MANY GROUPS

THE FORT WAS LOCATED NEAR RIVERS
AND LOUGH NEAGH WHERE FISH, EELS
AND WILD FOWL PROVIDED A SOURCE
OF FOOD.

OUTCROPS OF FLINT ALLOWED EARLY
SETTLERS TO MAKE THE TOOLS THEY
NEEDED TO SURVIVE.




THE FORT WAS THE SEAT FOR A LOCAL DYNASTY KNOWN
AS THE Ul THUIRTRE SINCE THE YTH CENTLRY AD. THE
SITE LATER BECAME FAMOUS FOR ITS CONNECTIONS TO
THE CINEAL EOGHAIN DYNASTY, A BRANCH OF WHOM
LATER ADOPTED THE SURNAME O NEILL. THE NEARBY
HILL OF THE O'NEILL IN DUNGANNON WAS ALSO THE
SEAT OF POWER FOR THE O'NEILLS.

THE & NEILL (O’NEILL) FAMILY’S CONNECTIONS STRETCH
BACK TO THE 5TH CENTURY AD. AT THAT TIME, THE
DESCENDANTS OF A WARRIOR KNOWN AS NIALL
NAOIGHIALLACH (NIALL OF THE NINE HOSTAGES)
CONQUERED NORTHWEST ULSTER, MAINLY CO. DONEGAL.
THIS LARGE GROUP BECAME KNOWN AS THE

NORTHERN O NEILL.

BY THE 800S, THE CINEAL EOGHAIN WERE A POWERFLIL FORCE AND EXTENDED THEIR TERRITORY

AND POWER EASTWARDS AND SOUTHWARDS.

AS THE CINEAL EOGHAIN EXPANDED, THEY MOVED TO A
NEW POWERBASE IN MID ULSTER CENTRED ON ,
TULLAGHOGE. LATER THE RULING FAMILY OF THE CINEAL
EOGHAIN ADOPTED THE O NEILL NAME.

TODAY WE INALIGLIRATE A NEW
LEADER IN THE O NEILL LEGACY!

THE SITE IS BEST KNOWN AS THE PLACE WHERE ClN’ElL
EOGHAIN INAUGURATED THEIR KINGS ON LEAC NA RI
(THE STONE OF KINGS).




BY THE 11TH CENTLRY, THE TWO MAJOR FAMILIES OF THE CINEAL EOGHAIN, fid
LED BY DOMHNALL AND BRIAN, HAD ADOPTED THE SURNAMES THAT WOULILD
BECOME MAC LOCHLAINN AND O NEILL.
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ALTHOUGH RELATED, THE TWO FAMILIES

BATTLED FIERCELY OVER THE KINGSHIP OF
THE CINEAL EOGHAIN FOR OVER 150 YEARS.

IN 1241, THE O’NEILLS DEFEATED
THE MAC LOCHLAINNS AT THE
BATTLE OF CAIMEIRGHE, A SITE
THOUGHT TO BE IN SLAUGHTNEIL
NEAR MAGHERA.

BATTLE AS THE RIGHTFLL LEADERS OF
OLIR PEOPLE!

VICTORY AND THE O'NEILLS WENT ON TO HOLD THE
KINGSHIP FOR THE NEXT 362 YEARS.




THE TULLAGHOGE SITE WAS SO IMPORTANT THAT IT
CONTINUED TO BE THE SITE WHERE KINGS WERE
INAUGLIRATED.

P

IN 1595, AODH MOR O NEILL (HUGH THE GREAT), WAS _
THE LAST O'NEILL TO BE INAUGURATED ON LEAC NA Ri
AT TULLAGHOGE.
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THE TULLAGHOGE SITE WAS MAINTAINED
BY THE O HAGAIN (O’HAGAN) FAMILY

WHILE CEREMONIES OF INALUGLRATION
WERE OVERSEEN BY THE & CATHAIN

AFTERWARDS THERE WOLILD BE A FEAST AND OTHER

CELEBRATIONS TO WELCOME THE NEW O’NEILL KING.

THE TRADITION INVOLVED PLACING NEW SANDALS ON
THE FEET OF THE KING AND HOLDING A GOLDEN SANDAL
OVER HIS HEAD.




AT THE TIME OF HIS INAUGURATION, HUGH O’'NEILL WAS ALREADY
ENGAGED IN CONFLICT WITH THE CROWN IN IRELAND, A CONFLICT
THAT BECAME KNOWN AS THE NINE YEARS WAR.

i O'NEILL WAS OPPOSED TO THE ADVANCE OF ENGLISH DS S

CONTROL. AND LAWS IN IRELAND. | OVER THE COLIRSE OF THE NINE YEARS WAR THE
| WAS CONFLICT THROLGHOUT IRELAND.

77 wrmm— . 11844 A

#1602 HE DESTROYED HIS CASTLE AT DUNGANNON AND RETREATED
INTO THE WOODS OF GLENCONKEYNE - NOWADAYS KNOWN AS THE
PARISHES OF BALLINASCREEN, DESERTMARTIN AND KILCRONAGHAN.J{/Y

DESTROY THE SEAT,
WE DON'T WANT ANY MORE
O’ NEILLS.

& | LORD MOLINTJOY ARRIVED AT TULLAGHOGE AND
\\P /| SMASHED LEAC NA RI TO WIPE OUT THE TRADITION OF
INALIGLIRATION THERE.
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| FAMINE TOOK HOLD ACROSS ULSTER AS
LAND AND PROVISIONS WERE DESTROYED

O'NEILL KEPT HIMSELF HIDDEN
IN FORESTED AREAS AROLIND

BY ENGLISH FORCES. TYRONE AND DERRY.
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WE MIGHT
CONSIDER
A SURRENDER
FOR THE 600D OF
THE PEOPLE.

HUGH O’NEILL AND MANY OTHER ULSTER
CHIEFS LEFT ULSTER IN 1607 DURING THE
FLIGHT OF THE EARLS. THEY HOPED TO MAKE
THEIR WAY TO A CATHOLIC COUNTRY LIKE
SPAIN TO FIND HELP TO RESTART THE WAR.
BUT ELIROPE WAS CHANGING AND THEY DID
NOT FIND ANY MILITARY BACKERS. THE
O’NEILLS NEVER RETURNED TO TULLAGHOGE
FORT.

ONE OF THE SITE'S GREAT MYSTERIES IS WHAT
HAPPENED TO THE STONES OF LEAC NA Ri. IT IS
THOUGHT THAT ONE OF THE THREE LARGE BOULDERS
ON THE HILL NEAR THE FORT MAY BE PART OF THE
FAMOUS SEAT...

WOW, I HAD NO
IDEA THIS PLACE

HAD SO MUCH
HISTORY...




Tullaghoge Fort was once one
of the most imporiant sites in
Uister and was home to the
O’Neill family. The name for
the site translates to ‘hill of the
youths’ or ‘hill of the warriors’.

Visit the site
today

Tullaghoge Fort is open all year long and
is free to visit. Car parking is available.

For further information please
contact 028 8676 9949.

Did you know...

After it was destroyed in 1602, it is thought
a piece of Leac na Ri ended up in the
nearby Desertcreat Church, forming a part
of the doorway leading info the building.

Tullaghoge
Fort

National Trust
Springhill House
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Write a diary eniry about Create a short film about
life at Tullaghoge Fort Tullaghoge Fort

Key Stage 2 Curriculum Links Key Stage 2 Curriculum Links

Curriculum Objectives Mutual Understanding, Cultural Curriculum Objectives Mutual Understanding, Cultural
Understanding Understanding

Cross Curricular Skills Communication Cross Curricular Skills Communication, Using ICT

Thinking Skills and Managing Information, Being Thinking Skills and Managing Information,

Personal Capabilities Creative Personal Capabilities Being Creative

Areas of Learning The World Around Us, Language Areas of Learning The Arts, The World Around Us,
and Literacy Language and Literacy

Create your own
animation!

Key Stage 2 Curriculum Links

Curriculum Objectives Mutual Understanding, Cultural
Understanding

Cross Curricular Skills Communication, Using ICT

Thinking Skills and Managing Information, Being
Personal Capabilities Creative, Working With Others

Areas of Learning The Arts, The World Around Us,
Language and Literacy



